Attachment AX Frequently Asked Questions
Q: When is an Attachment AX Request needed? 
A: When it becomes necessary or desirable to make changes in facilities due to increased load and the Transmission Customer does not have enough existing Designated Resources to serve the increased load plus losses, the provisions of Attachment AX shall apply.
Q: How are Provisional Load Process (PLP) requests submitted? 
A: Addendum 1 to Attachment AX is sent to loadstudies@spp.org and to the Host Transmission Owner (TO). A complete request includes Addendum 1, 10-year load forecast, one-line diagram, information for the planned generation, and an “.idv” file including the requested changes. Requests can also be filled out using the SmartQ application.
Q: Who can submit Provisional Load Process (PLP) requests? 
A: The requesting entity must be an SPP Transmission Customer (TC) or a TC’s designated Market Participant. You can become a TC by going through the SPP onboarding process.
Q: Who is the Host Transmission Owner in Attachment AX?
A: The Host Transmission Owner is the owner of the facilities where modifications are being made, or the load is connecting to the SPP Transmission System.
Q: How is interruptible load treated?
A: Part III Section 29.2(iv) of the SPP Tariff states while initiating Service, “The amount and location of any interruptible loads included in the Network Load.”
Q: How is co-located generation and load treated in Attachment AX?
A: Co-location of load and generation is a topic that is being discussed across several SPP initiatives.  Currently, we treat this scenario the same way that we treat the rest of the Attachment AQ and AX studies.  The load that is under study is served by the generation that is included in Appendix 1 of the NITSA of the Transmission Customer that submitted the request.  The load and generation are not netted out in this scenario.  All load and generation are accounted for in the Attachment AQ and AX studies.
Q: Do PLP requests have expiration dates?
A: The results of a PLP Phase I assessment or Provisional Load Process Study (PLPS) are valid for one year. If a full study is required, then the date is based on the delivery of the report.  If only Phase I of the study is required, then the date is based off the delivery of those Phase I results.
Q: What models are used for Provisional Load Process Studies?
A: The Attachment AX process uses the Integrated Transmission Planning (ITP) Base Reliability (BR) models as the starting point.  The latest transmission service is added (Aggregate Study, Attachment AQ, Attachment AX, and Sponsored Upgrades) to the ITP BR models.  We switch to new models during the 1st quarter of each year.  For example, during the 1st quarter of 2025, we started using the new 2025 ITP BR models with updated transmission service.
Q: What happens if the planned generation changes from what was submitted as part of the PLP application? 
A: SPP would need to restudy the request to account for the change in generation.  If an NTC has already been assigned, then it would need to go through an NTC re-evaluation process to see if it was still valid or whether it needed to be withdrawn or modified.




